
Rhetorics of the "Influencer" Worksheet:  
Analyzing Specific Social Media Content 

1. Let’s break down some popular platforms. Choose 3 of the platforms that you think
would be useful in presenting an argument. If you’re considering a different platform, you
can insert that by naming it in first line. Use the Google to locate potential answers.
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2. Narrowing the Scope: Content Analysis
Directions: Consider a cause that you care
about—anything from second amendment
rights to banning plastic water bottles.
Choose one platform that you broke down
above and locate a post that makes an
argument about this cause. Then, answer the
following questions to analyze.

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Author. 
What do you know about the creator? 

Issue and Purpose. 
What’s the issue at hand?  
And then, what do you think is the goal of the creator? 
How do they mainly go about trying to achieve this?   

Fig1. Example of argument from @FriendsofGlass 
on Twitter



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Can you use interdiscursivity to inform the translation of your paper into a specific social media 
post? You’ll have the next few days to work on this and figure out its positioning in your 
presentation.  

Narrowed Audience. 
Who is their target audience with this post? (it’s NOT everyone) 
What can you assume that the audience knows about the issue?  
And lastly, what are the common values shared by the creator and target audience? 

Genre. 
What are the typical conventions of this platform? (You likely partially addressed this on first page.) 
How does this post fit (or not fit) the conventions? 
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